
Ohio HB 55 adds fourth 
and sixth grade proficiency 
tests in reading, writing, 
math and citizenship. 
1992

25 Area Media 
Centers are 
created. 1972

The school foundation law requiring county 
boards [of] education to prepare plans for 
organization succeeded in forcing redistricting. 
The number of  rural and village school districts 
in 1930 was 2,033; by 1938 was 1,547. 1938

House Bill 13 (80th General Assembly) passed 
creating the county board of  education, described 
its duties, and prescribed qualifications for the 
county superintendent. Feb. 5, 1914

County Superintendents 
of  Schools take office 
statewide. Aug. 1, 1914

The Seven Cardinal 
Principles of  Secondary 
Education were announced 
by a committee of  the 
National Educational 
Association.  1918

School enrollment increases due to 
population growth, mandated 
transportation of  students, and the 
compulsory attendance law. 1920’s

New Ohio School Survey Commission appointed; recommends a new funding 
approach that establishes the “foundation program” to ensure equalization 
and efficiency and a guaranteed minimum level of  schooling. 1932

The Ohio Study of  Local School Units is 
published depicting each county office 
of  education’s plan of  organization, and 
pinpointing ten major trends in Ohio 
schools. 1937

1917

U.S. enters
World War I.

1932

Scientist split 
the atom.

1914-1939

National School Lunch Act (Public Law 79-396) authorized 
assistance to states in providing adequate foods and 
facilities for the establishment, maintenance, operation, 
and expansion of  school lunch programs.  1946

County Survey
Commission moves 
county boards of  
education into more 
service functions. 
1955

Am. HB 212 is passed establishing 
the State Board of  Education. 
June 24, 1955

1941-1945

U.S. involvement
in World War II.

The legislature provided 
funding units for supervision, 
special education and school 
psychology. Late 1950’s

Education of  Mentally Retarded 
Children Act (Public Law 85-926) 
authorized federal assistance for 
training teachers of  the handicapped. 
1958

1951

Color TV is 
introduced.

National Defense Education Act (Public Law 85-864) 
provided assistance to state and local school 
systems for strengthening instruction necessary to 
the national defense. 1958

Legislature enacted a law 
and amended several other 
statutes that gave county 
boards of  education much 
broader authority in planning 
joint vocational school 
districts. Oct. 7, 1963

1953

DNA is 
discovered.

1939-1964

Key social and political events
Key events in ESC history
Key federal education reform
Key state education reform

Key social and political events
Key events in ESC history
Key federal education reform
Key state education reform 1964

Civil Rights 
Act is passed.

Key social and political events
Key events in ESC history
Key federal education reform
Key state education reform

Key social and political events
Key events in ESC history
Key federal education reform
Key state education reform

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of  1965 (Public Law 89-10) authorized grants for elementary and secondary school programs for 
children of  low-income families; school library resources, textbooks, and other instructional materials for school children, supplementary 
educational centers and services; strengthening state education agencies; and educational research and research training. 1965

Handicapped Children’s Early Education Assistance 
Act (Public Law 90-538) authorized preschool and early 
education programs for handicapped children. 1968

Elementary and Secondary Education 
Amendments of  1968 (Public Law 
90-247) modified existing programs and
authorized: support of  regional centers
for education of  handicapped children;
technical assistance in education to rural
areas; support of  dropout prevention
projects; and support to bilingual
education programs. 1968

1969

ARPANET, 
the precursor of  the
Internet, is created.

Career Education 
Incentive Act (Public 
Law 95-207) 
authorized the 
establishment of  a 
career education 
program for 
elementary and 
secondary schools. 
1977

87 County Offices of  
Education are operating. 
1979

A set of voluntary standards 
developed and reviewed by 
the membership of the Ohio 
County of Superintendents 
Association was adopted. 
Sept. 1979

Department of  Education Organization Act 
(Public Law 96-88) established a U.S. 
Department of  Education. 1979

The report, “A Nation at Risk,” stated that 
“disturbing inadequacies” existed in areas 
such as: non-challenging secondary school 
curricula, low teacher expectations of  
students, low homework requirement, 
ineffective use of  classroom time, and 
textbooks that had been “written down.” 
1983

Ohio HB 302 required the state board of  education to 
adopt minimum standards under which county offices of  
education were required to develop a plan of  service to 
school districts within their territory. March 1988

Ohio Department of  
Education Issues 
Charters for county 
offices of  education 
based on minimum 
standards. 1989

Goals 2000: Educate America Act (Public 
Law 103-227) established a new federal 
partnership through a system of  grants to 
states and local communities to reform the 
nation’s education system. 1994

Improving America’s Schools Act 
(Public Law 103-382) reauthorized 
and revamped the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. 1994

HB 117 – County offices become 
ESCs. ESCs under  8,000 ADM are 
required to merge.
The initial round of  mergers reduced 
the number of  ESCs from 88 to 72; by 
2000 there were 63 ESCs in Ohio. 
1995

16 Special Education 
Regional Resource Centers 
are established. 1974

1969 

Neil Armstrong
becomes the first
man on the moon.

The auditor of  the state of  Ohio 
introduced the new Uniform School 
Accounting System (USAS). 1976

1969 

Sesame Street 
debuts. One of  the first 
“kid friendly” shows.

County boards of  education are 
given the option of  remaining 
with the county auditor or 
appointing a separate treasurer. 
Late 1970’s

Education for All Handicapped 
Children Act (Public Law 94-142) 
provided that all handicapped 
children have available to them 
a free appropriate education 
designed to meet their unique 
needs. 1975

1975 

Microsoft
founded.

Ohio SB 140 expanded 
county office services 
to city and exempted 
village school 
districts. 1989

1989

Berlin Wall falls.

Charter School Expansion Act (Public 
Law 105-278) amended the charter 
school program enacted in 1994. 1998

Ohio SB 55 expanded the number of  
required units for high school graduation 
from 18 to 20 and establishes school 
district report cards. 1997

HB 95 established district 
choice of  ESCs, eliminated ESC 
regulatory functions, enabled 
ESC-sponsored charter schools, 
and charged the State Board of  
Education with creating the 
Ohio Regional Education 
Delivery System (OREDS). 
2001

Ohio SB 1 authorizes 
the development of  
academic content 
standards and new 
assessments aligned 
to those standards. 
2001

Ohio SB 189 
expands district 
choice of  ESCs and 
transfer of  territory. 
2004

No Child Left 
Behind Act of  
2001 (Public Law 
107-110) provides
for the comprehensive
reauthorization of
the Elementary
and Secondary
Education Act of
1965. 2002

1997

Scientists
clone sheep.

Ohio legislature directs 
the state board to establish 
minimum standards for 
ESCs and the provision of  
services; 13 standards are 
created. 1995Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Amendments of  

1997 (Public Law 105-17) amended the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to revise its provisions 
and extend through fiscal year 2002 the authorization of  
appropriations for IDEA programs. 1997

HB 115 
establishes the 
Ohio Educational 
Regional Service 
System that leads 
to the creation of  
16 state support 
teams (SSTs).
2006

The General Assembly passes HB 1 which calls
for the state to adopt new standards that would 
be more coherent, focused and rigorous. 2009

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of  
2009 (Public Law 111-5) provided about $100 
billion to state education systems. 2009

The Franklin County ESC and Delaware-Union 
ESCs merge to form the ESC of  Central Ohio. 57 
ESCs remain following this merger. 2009

The State Board of  
Education adopts the Common 
Core standards for English/
Language arts and mathematics 
in June 2010. 2010

2004

Facebook
revolutionizes the 

internet.

The General Assembly passes 
HB 555 which requires Ohio to move to 
an A-F style report card. 2012

Ohio passes SB 311 specifies 
a required set of  courses 
that a student needs to pass 
in order to receive a high 
school diploma, including a 
greater number of  them 
focused on math, English and 
science. 2006

Ohio HB 153 required every school 
district with ADM of  16,000 
students or less to align to an ESC; 
those with more than 16,000 may 
opt to align. Allows ESCs to service 
other local government agencies 
and cuts ESCs funding. 2012

Shelby, Logan & 
Hardin County ESCs 
merge; there are 53 
ESCs following this 
merger. July 2014

1989-2014

Beyond Boundaries report 
released; highlights 
shared service activity 
among local political 
subdivisions across the 
state, revealing the 
tremendous role and 
impact of  ESCs as the 
largest and most prolific 
shared services provider. 
July 2012

2014

Chicago’s Wrigley 
Field’s 100th birthday!

The 130th General Assembly 
enacted legislation 
establishing the Ohio 
Education Computer 
Network (OECN). 1979

Ohio HB 231 calls for ninth grade 
proficiency tests in reading,
writing, math, and citizenship. 1987

Drug-Free Schools and 
Communities Act of  1986 
established programs for 
drug abuse education and 
prevention. 1986

27 Data 
Acquisition Sites 
are developed. 
1979

1981

Personal 
computers (PC) 

introduced by IBM.

1964-1989

Ohio’s 
ESCs celebrate

100 years of  service 
to Ohio’s 

schools. 2014

The Tuscarawas Carroll 
Harrison ESC merges with 
Belmont County ESC to form the 
East Central Ohio ESC. 56 ESCs 
remain. 2011

HB 106: ESC 
boards lose 
authority to fill 
vacancies on 
local boards. 
Mid 2000’s

Begin phase out of  
responsibility for county 
boards of  commissioners to 
provide office space and 
maintenance to ESCs (20% 
phase out each year). 2003

2005

Hurricane
Katrina.

The America COMPETES Act (Public Law 110-69) creates 
new STEM education programs in various agencies, 
including the Department of  Education. 2007

Muskingum Valley ESC and 
Perry-Hocking ESC merge and 
retain the name Muskingum 
Valley ESC. 55 ESCs remain 
following the merger. 2012
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